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Premier launches B.C.’s largest-ever health-care project 

 
SURREY – Health care for families across the Fraser Valley will benefit from B.C.’s largest-ever 
health-care expansion – the new, $512-million Surrey Memorial Hospital expansion project, 
which was officially launched today by Premier Christy Clark. 
 
“Surrey is one of British Columbia’s fastest growing cities and residents deserve top-quality 
health care,” said Premier Clark. “This much-needed expansion will increase the number of 
beds at Surrey Memorial by close to one-third and help to ensure we continue to meet the 
health needs of Fraser Valley families for years to come.” 
 
The project includes an eight-storey critical care tower and a new, larger emergency 
department about five times the size of the old one. It will also include a new perinatal centre 
of excellence for high-risk newborns, a larger adult intensive care unit and an expanded clinical 
academic campus for Surrey. In total, 151 new patient beds will be added to SMH. 
 
“At $512 million, this is the largest health-care capital investment ever started in B.C. It will help 
us expand our health-care capacity in the Fraser Valley and create over 3,270 construction-
related jobs,” said Minister of Health Mike de Jong. 
 
Construction began in January following the signing of a final agreement between Integrated 
Team Solutions and Fraser Health. 
 
ITS entered into a fixed-price, performance-based agreement to design, build, finance and 
maintain the new critical care tower and emergency department over a 30-year operating term. 
All clinical health services will be funded by the Province of British Columbia and provided by 
Fraser Health, in keeping with the principles of the Canada Health Act.  
 
“We are building patient care in Surrey to reduce emergency department congestion and meet 
the growing community health-care needs. Combined with the $237-million Jim Pattison 
Outpatient Care and Surgery Centre that is set to open in June, we will have added over three-
quarters of a billion dollars to Surrey’s health-care infrastructure,” said Surrey-Cloverdale MLA 
Kevin Falcon. 
  



 
“I’ve been involved and advocating for health-care expansion in Surrey and at Surrey Memorial 
Hospital since 2001 and this construction is another great step for residents living within the 
Fraser Health region. Working with the SMH Foundation and the Health Ministry, as well as 
personally donating funds to the foundation, we continue to reach significant milestones in 
critical and emergency care. I am excited to see construction begin and work get underway,” 
said Surrey-Tynehead MLA Dave S. Hayer. 
 
“The critical care tower and new emergency department will enable Surrey Memorial Hospital 
to continue to provide care to more patients in the years to come,” said Surrey-Panorama MLA 
Stephanie Cadieux. 
 
"The Surrey Memorial expansion is a great addition to the hospital and to the growing health 
services in the Fraser Valley. Health care is a priority, and the province has demonstrated that 
through a more than $1-billion investment in improved health-care infrastructure across the 
region, including this project and the expanded maternity services at Peace Arch Hospital," said 
Surrey-White Rock MLA Gordon Hogg. 
 
The expansion at SMH will also include renovations to the existing hospital. Those renovations 
will add inpatient beds, create an expanded family birthing unit, including a second dedicated 
maternity operating room, and expand the pharmacy and sterile processing unit. The 
emergency department will be completed in 2013, and the critical care tower will open to 
patients in 2014. 
 
“Expansion of this important regional hospital is a great opportunity to improve access to care, 
including specialized health services, for residents of our large and fast-growing region. State-
of-the-art facilities will support recruitment of more doctors, nurses and other health-care 
professionals to provide care to families from Surrey, from neighbouring communities and from 
across the province,” said Dr. Nigel Murray, president and CEO of Fraser Health. 
 
The Surrey Memorial Hospital Foundation will contribute approximately $15 million to the 
project. It is expected that combined the project will generate approximately 3,270 
construction-related jobs. 
 
“Our donors have been incredibly generous towards the Emergency Centre Campaign. The 
need is clear, and the community's response is outstanding,” said Surrey Memorial Hospital 
Foundation chair Ron Knight. 
 
Over the next three years, patients and health-care professionals across the province will 
benefit from investments in new medical equipment and modernized health facilities as part of 
a $1.9 billion health-care capital plan. 
 
 
A backgrounder follows. 
  



BACKGROUNDER 
 
Quick Facts: 

 The contract includes the following enhancements to SMH: 
o A new 5,350-square-metre emergency department, significantly larger than the existing 

one, designed to accommodate different patient groups and activities, including:  

 A dedicated space to treat paediatric patients in a child-friendly environment. 

 A dedicated mental health space. 

 A “fast-track” minor treatment unit to ensure patients with minor injuries are 
treated quickly and released. 

 A major trauma area to treat the most severely injured or ill patients.  
o A perinatal centre of excellence to provide specialized services to high-risk babies, which 

will include 48 neonatal intensive care unit beds, plus a dedicated paediatric pharmacy. 
o Eighty-five acute care beds for patients recovering from surgery or illness, of which 20 

will be classified as high dependency beds, and 25 adult intensive care unit beds. 
o Academic space, including classrooms, a library and other educational supports. 
o A new purpose-built laboratory. 
o A roof-top helipad. 
o Underground and surface parking. 

 In addition to constructing the new facilities, ITS will be responsible for the building 
maintenance, lifecycle repair and renewal over the life of the agreement. 

 The benefit of the fixed-price public-private partnership agreement means that key design, 
construction and maintenance risks, as well as certain other project costs are transferred to 
ITS. A project report (value for money report) identifying the benefits of delivering on this 
project as a public-private partnership will be posted in spring 2011 on Partnerships BC’s 
website www.partnershipsbc.ca along with the project agreement.  

 As part of the Province’s commitment to environmental sustainability and green buildings, 
the new emergency department and critical care tower will be designed and built to achieve 
LEED Gold certification. It will also maximize the interior and exterior use of wood, in 
keeping with the Wood First Act announced in September 2009. 

 
 
Learn More: 
 
Artist renderings of the project can be found on the Fraser Health website at:  
www.fraserhealth.ca/about_us/building_for_better_health/surrey_memorial_hospital/photo_gallery/ 
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